
CHRISTMAS EVE 
 December 24, 2020 @ 4 p.m.  

 

On this holy evening we rejoice in God’s gift to us  
in the birth of Jesus! 

This night we listen as prophets remind us that God is the One who chooses to come 
to us, to save us.  We see the sky light up with heavenly messengers announcing to 
shepherds, those on the fringe of society, that the Savior has been born.  We watch as 
those shepherds fall down in awe and wonder before that  Savior:  a babe born among 
the poor.  Soon, a star will light the way for wise ones who will also come and wor-
ship the child.   
 
Tonight we listen and we watch as the mystery unfolds before us. Let us join those 
outcast shepherds and the wise ones; let us go to Bethlehem. Let us fall down in awe 
and wonder; let us worship and adore this babe who is Christ the Lord. 



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Silent Night               FRANZ GRUBER, ARR. CHIP DAVIS 
 
CAROL 257            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 1 & 2               VENI EMMANUEL 

 
GREETING 
P:  Do not be afraid; For see, I am bringing you good news of great joy. 
C:  To us is born this day in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
 
P:  This will be a sign for you: 
 You will find a child wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. 
C:  Glory to God is highest and on earth peace! 
 



P:   Let us now go to Bethlehem.  
 
OPENING CAROL 283        O Come O Ye Faithful  verses 1 & 4           ADESTE FIDELES 

 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
P:  We light the Christ candle to symbolize God’s promise fulfilled. 
 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests on his 
 shoulders; and he in named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
 Father, Prince of Peace.  Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to all on 
 whom God’s favor rests. 
C:  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
P:  In Jesus Christ our Lord the grace of God has appeared, bringing light to us 
 all. With confidence and joy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
P:  Great and glorious God, 
C:  through Jesus Christ our Savior you have shown us that the blessed age of 
 grace has appeared and the hope-for time of salvation has come. Yet we 
 choose to walk in darkness, unwilling to see the sin your light exposes. 
 Cleanse us and free us; break the yoke we choose to carry through Christ, 
 who gave himself for us, so that we might be your people, holy and whole. 
 Amen. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
P:  Hear this good news of great joy: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
P:  Glory to God in the highest, 
C:  And peace to God’s people on earth. 



CAROL 270  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  verses 1 & 2                  MENDELSSOHN 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Living God, on this holy night  
 we gather to stand with shepherds, amazed at your glory;  
 to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work;  
 to wait with Joseph, trusting in your promise;  
 to sit with Mary, cradling your love.  
 May the good news of this night inspire us to tell the world  of our great joy: for 
 to us is born a Savior, the Messiah, the  Lord. Glory and praise to you forever,  
C: Amen! 



CHILDREN’S SERMON               O Come Little Children                          with ALAN KING 

 
 
CAROL 272    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming verses 1 and 3  ES IST EIN ROS 

 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
P:  Loving God, 
C:  By the gift of your Spirit, teach us, like Mary, to treasure your words and 
 ponder them in our heart; through Jesus Christ, your Word made 
 flesh.  Amen. 

 



READINGS 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
R:       The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Titus 2:11-14 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 
zealous for good deeds.  
R:       The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God.  
 



Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!”  
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 
 

 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
R:       The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
 

HOMILY  



CAROL 296    What Child Is This   verses 1 and 2       GREENSLEEVES  

 
 
 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 



OFFERING        Three Jolly Shepherds                ALEC ROWLEY 
CHERYL PETERS, SOLOIST 

As I rode out this enders night, of three jolly shepherds I saw a sight,  
And all about their fold a star shone bright; 

They sang “terly terlow terlow; terly terlow”;  
So merrily the shepherds their pipes ‘gan to blow. 

Down from Heaven, from heaven so high, of angels there came a great company.  
With mirth and joy and great solemnity, 

They sang “terly terlow terlow; terly terlow”;  
So merrily the shepherds their pipes ‘gan to blow “terly terlow, terly terlow”. 

 
 
OFFERING CAROL 296 So Bring Him Incense, Gold, and Myrrh        GREENSLEEVES 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings,; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  We give you thanks, Holy One, for the world of wonder you have made and for 

 the gift of grace you have given, a little child lying in a manger.  Receive these 
 gifts of tenderness and love, of gratitude and praise, and use them for your glory; 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, the child of Bethlehem, we pray,  

C:  Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God, through our 
 Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and the mystery of the Word made flesh you 
 have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that 
 beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
 cannot see. And so, with all the choirs  of angels, with the church on earth, and 
 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn 



C:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of all goodness and life, heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in 
 the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 
 

P:  Holy One, the beginning and then end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Sing Jesus, the Word made flesh.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 



P: All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
LORDS PRAYER (Sung to It Came Upon A Midnight Clear) 
Our Father, Lord on heav’n’s high throne, 
Most holy be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
On earth – in heav’n the same. 
 

Give us this day the food we need; 
Forgiven may we be; 
Into temptation do not lead; 
From evil set us free. 
 

Yours is the kingdom; unto You 
In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view 
Your mighty presence now. 
 

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung 
By angel hosts and then 
In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue 
Forevermore! Amen. 

 
COMMUNION CAROL      Sweet Little Jesus Boy         ROBERT MACGIMSEY 

CHERYL PETERS, SOLOIST 
Sweet little Jesus boy, they made you be born in a manger.  

Sweet little holy child, didn't know who you were.  
Didn't know you’d come to save us, Lord; to take our sins away.  

Our eyes was blind, we couldn't see, we didn't know who you were.  
 

Long time ago, you were born. Born in a manger low, sweet little Jesus boy.  
The world treats you mean, Lord; treats me mean, too.  

But that's how things are down here, we don't know who you are.  
 

You done told us how, we are trying.  
Master, you have showed us how, even when you were dying.  

Just seem like we can't do right, look how we treated you.  
But please, sir, forgive us Lord, we didn't know 'twas you.  

 

Sweet little Jesus boy, born long time ago.  
Sweet little holy child, and we didn't know who you were. 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace now and forever, Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  May the body and blood of Jesus in the bread and wine we shared keep you a 
 child of God. May God bless you and keep you always in the wonder and 
 happiness of God's love and kindness which is greater than we can imagine. May 
 all the joys and promises of Jesus' birth be yours now and forever, in the name of 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY 
P:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through 
 him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  
 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
 darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

 And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw that the 
 light  was good.  God is Light, and in Christ is no darkness at all.  If we walk in 
 the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
 blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin. 
 

P:  Almighty God, You have filled us with the new Light of the Word who became 
 flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; 
 through You Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 



P:   Arise, shine, for your Light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
 you! 
C:   Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. 

 
 
CANDLELIGHT CAROL 281      Silent Night                                        STILLE NACHT  

 



BLESSING: 
P:  Go forth to sing and bless God’s name. 
C:  Glory to God in the highest! 
 
P:  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.   
C:  Alleluia! Praise the Lord. 
 
P:  In this Christmas season may the light of Christ guide you  
 and illuminate your path. 
C:  Amen 
 
SENDING CAROL 289     Angels We Have Heard on High                             GLORIA 



SENDING 
P: Go in Peace, share the good news of the newborn king! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
DISMISSAL RESPONSE      Angels We Have Heard on High                        LIZ STORY 
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