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NOTES OF FAITH 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY & CONFIRMATION, NOVEMBER 3 

All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church. It began as a 
commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become a day when we honor and 
remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant. Traditionally, we include the newly 
baptized as we are made saints through our baptism. Martin Luther held that all Christians are simultaneously 
sinner and saint; a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but a saint because of salvation in Jesus.   
 

On Sunday, November 3 we will, together with the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, lift up the names of 
those who have passed away or were baptized this last year. NOTE: you will have an opportunity during 
the service to write down the names of departed loved ones and those who were baptized this past year.  

Sunday, November 3 
Affirming their baptism in the Rite of  Confirmation:  
Ashlyn Bryson-Beane, Leo Hasle, Everly Piper, Samuel  
Keith and Charlie Jensen. 



 

 
Dear Family of Faith, 
 
I began at Faith Lutheran just over three years ago. At that time we held 
cottage meetings so I could get to know you and hear your hopes and dreams 
for the ministry at Faith. The main topic that rose to the surface was the 
desire to be more outside the walls of the church and to engage in outreach 
ministries. The next Fall, in 2017, we began the Living Local process which 
allowed us to take a look at our community inside the church walls and in the 
neighborhood. It was a challenging process as we gained awareness of our 
presence, or lack thereof, in the local community. We took that information 
and used it to fuel us. 
 

 

• We became more intentional about engaging our neighbors.  
• We have made efforts to connect with local businesses.  

• We brought in speakers from local organizations and nonprofits so we could understand the ministry 
of outreach and engagement already happening.  
• We’ve used social media platforms to interact with community folks.  

• We partnered with Lake City Partners for Ending Homelessness and began the big task of hosting the 
Winter Shelter.   

 

All these efforts have strengthened our relationships with one another and with the larger community. We 
have lived more deeply into our gifts as a congregation: caring hearts, resources, time, and leadership skills. 
As a congregation we have continued to step more deeply into our mission statement: “Followers of Christ 
who learn to love and live to serve.”  What is important to highlight is that we took information we gained 
during the Living Local process, which could have been interpreted as negative, and instead we used it to say, 
“Where is God calling us next?” and we followed the push of the Holy Spirit. 
 

As the leadership asked “what now and what next?” we felt an even deeper desire to be more engaged with 
our local community. There is an eagerness to be missional, meaning giving more intentional understanding 
into creating a DNA of our congregation that goes beyond service projects, a DNA we live into more deeply in 
daily life and in the places we most frequent. Thus, the Church Council began investigating the opportunity 
to bring on a part time staff position for a deacon/deaconess. Deacons are specifically trained in community 
engagement with specific skills focused on bridging the church and the world by teaching and modeling 
innovative ways to connect and live into our Christian calling. 
 

After doing leadership vision planning and consulting with the Synod, the Council decided to move to the 
next step in making the staff position a reality. The Finance committee and Church Council worked to put 
together a financial plan that would not only support the salary but also the other costs that come about 
with programs and ministry. In the end, we recognized that the budget would need to increase by over 11% 
in 2020 and continue in future years until our mortgage is paid off in 2022. This is a tall order, especially 
because Faith historically has not had a process of annual pledging for the yearly budget. This leaves us with 
the uncertainty of meeting such high budget increases. 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR 
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FAITH CONCERT: SAVE THE DATE!   
Sunday, November 24 at 3pm 
Several of Faith’s “in-house” instrumentalists will join David Buice in a concert of beautiful and relaxing 
music from late 19th and early 20th century France.  A perfect “pause”  before the holiday activities of 
Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas, the concert will feature Kathy Brandstetter, Merle Harris, Alec Keith, 
Rebecca Keith and Bruce Rummel, in arrangements for strings and woodwinds of music by Debussy, Fauré, 
Massenet, Offenbach, Ravel and Saint-Saëns.  David Buice will provide piano accompaniment as well 
as solo keyboard works by Debussy and Widor.  
 
The concert is free and open to the public, so mark your calendar and bring your friends!   
Donations received at the concert will be added to the Faith Pipe Organ Fund. 

The Council took pause and discussed the balance between the desire for our future with the need for being 
responsible stewards of our gifts and resources. We recognize that we have the people, the heart, and the 
passion. However, we are hesitant about the financial capacity. This led to deep discussion about our 
financial stewardship practices and changes that would be helpful as we move into the future. 
 
Because of this continuing uncertainty, we have now chosen to slow down, but not stop, the process of 
bringing on a deacon/deaconess to the staff. We are setting financial benchmarks for the congregation to 
meet before we feel confident in adding a position. We will be sharing those benchmarks at the budget 
meetings in November and December.  We will be speaking to what it means to be a missional church and 
begin laying the groundwork for when we are financially ready to add to the staff. In the meantime you, 
God’s people, have many gifts that can and are being used to engage ministry in the world. Yes we want to 
dive more deeply, but sometimes wading in bit by bit helps us get to the depth we need in a doable 
fashion.  Always feel free to talk to myself or any members of the Council.  We encourage your questions and 
insights as we continue to move forward. Most importantly we, as a church, covet prayers, encouragement, 
and openness to the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Shannyn 
pastor@faithseattle.org  

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 3 

 

Remember to set 
your clocks back 

one hour. 

mailto:pastor@faithseattle.org


Keep up with Faith Happenings: 
  Weekly Email: contact the office if you want to receive these 
  Twitter: @faithseattle 
  Facebook: Faith Lutheran Church --Seattle, WA 
  Website: www.faithseattle.org 

ADULT EDUCATION:  
9:00am in the Library** 
November 3 & 10 Addiction: Chasing Heroin 
 A searing investigation places America’s heroin crisis in a fresh and provocative light — telling the 
 stories of individual addicts, but also illuminating the epidemic’s years-in-the-making social context, 
 deeply examining shifts in U.S. drug policy, and exploring what happens when addiction is treated like 
 a public health issue, not a crime.  You are invited over the next two weeks to watch and discuss this 
 documentary.  We are called  to serve our neighbors and care for the struggles and challenges present 
 in people's lives. How does our faith lead us to love people where they are at and serve God's children?  
November 17  AARP 
November 24  NO Adult Education 
 
December 1  Budget Forum 
December 8 & 15 Henri Nouwen wrote “Life of the Beloved” to respond to a friend’s concern for living a 
 spiritual life in the midst of a secular world. In doing so, he used the language of ‘chosen, blessed, 
 broken and given’ that explain the work of God’s spirit in the world. Together we will explore what it 
 means to be chosen, blessed, broken and given.  
December 22 & 29 NO Adult Education 
 
**Adult Education will take place on Sundays at 9am EXCEPT for the last Sunday of the month when it will 
take place following the worship service.  This will allow for longer discussion and/or speakers on those days! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN, ZOOM DEVOTIONS 

Thursdays 8:45pm 
Being a parent means busy-ness, tight schedules, and high demands.  Yet the time to pause, breathe, pray, 
and connect with other parents is important to nourishing your soul.  On Thursday evenings at 8:45pm we 
will gather on-line for a brief check in, short devotion, and prayer.  It will last about 15 minutes and you can 
link in via Zoom.  

Click here for the link or email Pastor Shannyn  at pastor@faithseattle.org  Put the kids to bed, get comfy, 
grab your phone/tablet/computer and have a few minutes of spiritual nourishment as you finish out your 
week. 

CONNECT, LEARN, GROW 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/936664396
mailto:pastor@faithseattle.org
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 NOVEMBER 
November 1-29  Winter Shelter 
 

Sunday, November 3  All Saints Sunday  
    Confirmation 
    Daylight Savings; Set your clocks back one hour 
 

Monday, November 4 Blood Drive: At Faith Lutheran Church, 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
    (closed between 3:00 and 4:00) Call the office or sign up in the Narthex.  
 

Thursday, November 7 Spiritual Spa: Practicing Gratitude at 6:30p 
 

Monday, November 11 Office Closed; Veterans Day 
 

Sunday, November 24 Budget Forum at 11:00a in the Library 
    Faith Concert at 3:00p 
 

November 28 & 29  Office Closed: Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 1  Advent Fair at 11:00a 
    Budget Forum during Adult Ed at 9:00a 
  
Wednesday, December 4 Blue Christmas Service at 6:30p 
 
Sunday, December 8  Annual Budget Meeting 11:00a 
 
Sunday, December 15 Christmas Pageant during worship at 9:45a 
    Christmas Potluck Brunch following the pageant 
 
Sunday, December 22 Caroling; Time TBD 
 
Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services at 4:00p and 8:00p 
 
Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day Service at 10:30 am 
 
December 24-January 1 Office Closed 
 

See elsewhere in this issue for more details 

COMING UP 



 
In the words of Paul Tillich, “nobody can live without hope,  

even if it were only for the smallest things which give some satisfaction 

even under the worst of conditions, even in poverty,  

sickness, and social failure.  

Without hope, the tension of our life toward the future would vanish,  

and with it, life itself.” 

WINTER SHELTER IS STARTING 
November 1—29, 2019 
As announced previously, Faith will be hosting an additional month of the winter 
shelter at Faith in November. We were asked to consider adding another month after 
a congregation in the City of Kenmore was barred from hosting a low-barrier shelter 
due to legislation passed by the city government there. 
 

We have a team of shelter hosts from Faith ready to go for the month, with two 
hosts serving each night. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered for this role, 
and for those who helped us prepare the Social Hall and related spaces for the 
shelter effort. The nightly hosts will be welcoming and supporting volunteers 
from the Catholic congregations 
at Our Lady of the Lake, St. 
Bridget's and Assumption who 
will be providing the meals for 
the guests this month.  
 
As in the past, we anticipate 
that there should be minimal 
disruption to our normal 
activities at Faith, but we do ask 
for your awareness and 
flexibility while we undertake 
this important service to our 
community.  
Thank you! - The Winter Shelter 
Team 



WOMEN OF FAITH 
FAITH’S BIBLE STUDY CIRCLES  

Mary-Martha Circle will meet on Monday, November 11th at 7:00 P.M. at the church.  Dallas Presley 
will be providing the refreshments and hosting.  The Bible Study, led by Claudia Tarbox, will be from 
the November 2019 issue of the Gather magazine, beginning on page 22.   All are invited.  Questions?  
Please call Estelle Morley (425) 329-6147. 
Ruth Circle will be meeting on Thursday, November 21st at 12N in the Church Library.   Please bring 
your own brown bag lunch.  Vicki Schafer will be serving dessert and beverages.  The study 
presentation will begin at 1:00 p.m.  All are invited.  Questions?  Call Donna Shy at (206) 523-3029.  
The Gather Bible Study for November is entitled “No hard feelings?  Stewarding the gift of joy. “  In 
this final session of Gather’s three-part Bible study on the stewardship of emotions, participants will 
explore the meaning of joy – what it is, where it comes from and what the poetry of the Bible has to 
teach us about this gift.  Participants will especially look at Psalm 30, Psalm 150 and the Song of 
Solomon. 

 

PROMOTION OF THE “GATHER” MAGAZINE CONTINUES.   
Gather Magazine offers a mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories of comfort and 
challenge that help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry and action.  Individuals are encouraged to 
subscribe by calling 1-844-409-0576 or visiting www.gathermagazine.org  
 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING, July 16-20, 2020 in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  Visit www.welcatg.org    The theme is  “JUST LOVE” and you are invited to this life-changing event.  
Come.  Be inspired.  Then begin living out your faith in new and invigorating ways. 
 

    With Grace and Peace, Estelle Morley 

Page  9 

Thank you for all the prayers, support, and love extended to 
me and our family during Richard's short illness and passing.  
 
We so appreciate everyone who helped make his memorial 
service and reception so hospitable and meaningful in his 
honor.  We chose these organizations in lieu of flowers as they 
represent his interests and concerns. We hope his memory will 
live on through helping others. 
 
With grateful hearts, Barb Sharkey and Family 
 

--Faith Lutheran Church Family Emergency Fund 
--Seattle Music Partners     
--Union of Concerned Scientists  
--PAWS (animal shelter)   
--Seattle Children's Hospital Pediatric Brain Tumor Research 
 

http://www.gathermagazine.org
http://www.welcatg.org
https://www.faithseattle.org/giving
http://seattlemusicpartners.org/
http://www.ucsusa.org/
http://www.paws.org/
https://giveto.seattlechildrens.org/TeamIsaac


Celebrate the Season  
with your Faith Family! 

It’s a wonderful time to reflect and connect. 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY PRESENTS  
THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
at Benaroya Hall on Monday December 9 at 7:30 pm. 
Join your Faith friends in raising your voices is beloved carols and be enchanted 
with heavenly music of the PLU Choirs and orchestra. 
Group tickets will be ordered at a discount.   
Contact Jean Bergo soon to have seats purchased.   
Jean31hansen@mac.com or Call / text 206-427-8566 

SPIRITUAL SPA 
PRACTICING GRADITUDE 
Thursday, NOVEMBER 7, 6:30p—8:00p 
Warm beverages provided.  
Studies show that practicing gratitude has real 
health benefits by reducing stress and improving 
your psychological and overall well-being. This 
workshop is a powerful reminder that there is 
always something to be thankful for. Take time to 
bask in what is good. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex or contact the office. 

mailto:Jean31hansen@mac.com
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ADVENT FAIR   
December 1 
11:00-1:00 in the Social Hall.   
Volunteer to help at a craft table or bring soup and bread. 
The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex - or email MaryAnn 
Wagner directly at maryannwagner4@gmail.com 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
December 4 at 6:30 pm 
While the holiday season can be joyful and joy-filled it also can 
bring feelings of sadness and loss. These feelings can come 
from the loss of loved ones, the separation from family, the 
recognition of broken relationships, or for many other 
reasons.  We will be holding a “Blue Christmas” service as we 
acknowledge these feelings and memories. We invite you to 
this service of healing, all are welcome. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Dec. 24  
Services at 4:00p and 8:00p 
   

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES 
Dec. 25  
One Service at 10:30a 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT December 15 
During worship service at 9:45a 
 

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH December 15 
Right after the Pageant, around 11:00 
This cherished event takes many helping hands to accomplish-watch for 
sign up sheets in the narthex in a few weeks. If you have questions, feel 
free to email/call Nancy Estill at nancy.estill@gmail.com or 206 595 8610. 

mailto:maryannwagner4@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.estill@gmail.com


WE TURN TO SERVE AND LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR  
I share two stories that I heard in the last two weeks. The first story I heard 
was from Pastor Ron Glusenkamp from a trip he took to Senegal with other 
ELCA folks: 
We landed in Dakar, Senegal where the people are 95% Muslim and the other 
5% are Christian or something else. Our group traveled to a small village to 
visit a Lutheran health center that is funded by ELCA World Hunger. When we 
arrived, we met ten guests who were living there. They all were HIV positive 
and all had been banned from their homes and so lived together with about a 
hundred others at this Lutheran health center.  
 

When we asked the group how they were doing, one of the women spoke. 
She spoke in her own dialect that was translated to English. She spoke elo-
quently and simply. She said, “If it wasn’t for this Lutheran clinic, I would be 
dead.” 
 

The second story I heard while attending the Conference of Bishops in Chicago. There we heard of Lutheran 
owned and operated Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem. The United States government had voted to 
continue funding this important medical center but for some reason they are not releasing the money. This is 
putting people at risk. Chemotherapy is not able to be administered. Surgeries are unable to be performed. 
Children, especially, are dying. 
 

While this is a complex issue, the stories we heard compelled Presiding Bishop Eaton to write a letter to the 
administration. She and all 65 bishops signed this letter requesting the United States government to restore 
the millions of dollars in funding promised to Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem that primarily serves 
Palestinian Christians. This hospital, owned and operated by the Lutheran World Federation and is supported 
by the ELCA, is vital as it is the only medical center there.  (Read the letter here: www.elca.org/News-and-
Events/8009) 
 

In the first story above, I don’t know what happened to this woman or the other people gathered that day in 
Senegal. I hope all of them are still living and still receiving care. In the second instance, I do know that many 
of the people treated at AVH are Christian Palestinians whose only access to healthcare is through AVH. And I 
do know this: As people of God, we hold all people sacred. As people who believe in the priesthood of all be-
lievers, we know that the staff and volunteers at these health centers are doing holy work. As people who 
believe in Jesus, we know that Jesus is in the midst of those that others have rejected. As people of the cross, 
we know that in the midst of suffering, Jesus is there. 
 

You see, as Lutherans, we take seriously what justification by grace alone means: Salvation is not the process 
or goal of life but rather its foundation. Because we are claimed by God through no merit of our own, we are 
free to live and love and serve our neighbor – whether it is the neighbor next door or the neighbor in Senegal 
or Jerusalem. 
 

Way back in the sixteenth century, Martin Luther wrote about establishing a common chest for the sake of 
the poor in the city of Leisnig, “Those individuals in our parish … who are impoverished … shall receive each 
week on Sunday … support from our common chest … This is to be done out of Christian love, to the honor 
and praise of God, so that their lives and health may be preserved.” (LW, 45:189) 

https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8009
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8009
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  Faith Lutheran Church Staff 

Rev. Shannyn Fuerst  Pastor 
pastor@faithseattle.org  
 
 

David Buice   Director of 
music@faithseattle.org  Music  and 
    Worship 
 

Missy French   Office  
office@faithseattle.org  Manager 
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Connect With Us! 
Twitter: @faithseattle 
Facebook: Faith Lutheran Church --Seattle, WA 
Website: www.faithseattle.org 
Pastor Shannyn Blog: www.pstheresmore.com 

Sunday Morning Worship 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:45am 

 
 

Publication Notices 
Notes of Faith is published once a month. 

News deadline is the 20th. 
 

Weekly Email is sent out every Thursday 
News deadline is Wednesdays at noon 

 
Articles can be submitted to office@faithseattle.org 

 
 

Congregational Council Executive Committee  
 President: Diane Matchatka president@faithseattle.org 
 Vice President: Stacey Dillon 
 Secretary: Marilyn Anderson 
 Treasurer: Wally Powelson  

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

3 Nancy Winder 13 Laine Baumgarten 18 Peggy Bean 

6 Sheryl Schmeling 15 Eric Lansverk 18 Gail Hanson 

8 Lianne Pang 16 Linda Hansen 18 Isaac Macebo 

9 Ellen Pattinson 16 Paul Minor 20 Charlotte Minor 

9 Octavio Petersen-Zambrano 16 Kari Monsen 24 Rich Meyer 

10 Orpha Balliet 16 Julie Pierce 26 Connie Lintz 

11 Terry Hanson 17 Sylvie Corwin 28 Daniel Macebo 

11 Linda Mihalov 17 Eileen Richl 29 Stacey Dillon 

I read Martin Luther’s words and they remind me that we are called out into the world – not because we 
have to but because of what God has claimed for us. I am so thankful that as we remember the Reformation 
on October 31 we continue in the footsteps of Martin Luther and the other reformers: Trusting in God’s 
grace through Jesus, we turn to serve and love our neighbor – whoever or wherever that neighbor is. 
 

Thank you for the love and care you are showing to your neighbors – both near and far – as we see the face 
of Jesus in all. 
 

In God's Peace and Joy, 
Bishop-Elect Shelley Bryan Wee 



Faith Lutheran Church 

Faith Lutheran Church 
8208 18th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98115 

  
 

Phone: 206-523-9636 

Email: office@faithsesattle.org 

Website: www.faithseattle.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/FaithLutheranChurchSeattle 

Twitter: @FaithSeattle 

Pastor Shannyn’s Blog: www.psthersmore.com 


